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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, June 
9, 2021, called to order at 7:31 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 

        (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
          
     Absent:   None 
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to approve the City Council Agenda for June 9, 
2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. May 12, 2021, Budget Public Hearing & Regular Meeting and May 25, 2021, study 
session minutes  

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12173-12175, DD4241-4264, EFT1564-
1572, STUB 140-141; and A/P check #’s 51407-51438, EFT & ACH 2416-2433; 
TOTALING: $189,067.83. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for May 2021 
D. Traffic Control Order for 2021 Fireworks 

 
 Yes: Clarke, Cowper, Zubrzycki, Salemi, Segal 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
There were no reports. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
There were 23 public guests.   
 
Tina Herzberg thanked the community for supporting and participating in the Garden’s Club 
plant exchange last weekend.  Tomorrow is a clean-up day at Memorial Park from 9-11 a.m.  and 
everyone is invited to help.  
 
  
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin announced this will be our last virtual regular City Council meeting.  Next month we will 
be back to in-person meetings.   
 
We continue to be absolutely slammed at City Hall.  We’re still just as busy as we have been.  
He is reviewing new building plans, two of them for new homes, one on a vacant parcel and the 
other is a replacement.   
 
The goose nest destruction has been done to limit the number of geese in the area, and there will 
be a goose roundup next week.  
 
Boat Dock and other summer programs are in full swing.  Unfortunately there seem to be more 
and more residents that are blatantly not following the rules.  Martin reminded everyone you 
must have a sticker on your boat to use the boat ramp.  You must lock the boat ramp immediately 
after you launch your boat.  You must have current stickers on all watercraft at your dock.  You 
cannot open the gates.  You cannot drive through the gates on any motorized vehicle - 
motorcycle, golf cart, etc.  You must have your park tag with you when in the parks and have 
your sports tag with you when using the sports facilities.  You cannot drive in the park.   
 
The Memorial Day tribute this year was fabulous.  Thank you again Kathy Robbins and Jim 
Smith for all of your hard work.  Thank you Dennise for your work on the signs for the 
individuals.  The presentation for the week and Memorial Day was stunning. 
 
Now you will see a tribute to the high school seniors that are graduating this year.   Martin 
admitted, he wasn’t going to do this again this year.  We did it last year because of COVID not 
allowing any graduation ceremonies or open houses.  But he is glad he was talked into allowing 
it.  It’s a nice thing recognizing a great accomplishment.   
 
Food trucks and other community events continue.  Check the events calendar on the website and 
watch for newsbytes to keep up with them.  Just so you are aware, food trucks are being very 
careful now.  They put a lot of time, effort, and money into preparing for an event, whether here 
or somewhere else.  If any of you have used them in the past, they usually require a deposit to 
make sure they cover their minimum cost.  Too many food trucks have been burned by showing 
up with 200 meals and only selling 50.   That hasn’t happened in Sylvan Lake, but it is real 
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concern for them.  We appreciate Sylvan Lake’s involvement and support in all of our events! 
The Citywide garage sale over Memorial Day weekend was very well attended.  Thankfully, it 
only rained one of the three days.  Again, great participation and turnout. 
 
The Community Garden that will be at the Community Center where the horseshoe pits are, is 
progressing.   
 
The preparation of the 100th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Village of Sylvan 
Lake,  is moving right along!  Again, the celebration will be August 26, at the Community 
Center, beginning in the afternoon and continuing into the evening.  All of the committees are 
fully engaged.  The KIDZ Art Exhibit was announced on a Zoom meeting this week.  Several 
Moms attended. 

o Art Kits and the Process was presented. The Meeting recording was posted on FB for 
parents to learn and engage and a newsbyte will be sent out with a link to that 
meeting. 

o An All-Committee meeting will be held next week to build the Aug 26th Agenda of 
festivities 

o Volunteers who are able to assist on Aug 26th  are asked to contact Midge Davidson 
directly as we get further information on the needs.   

 
Martin closed with summer’s coming up quickly and it will be gone before we know it.  Enjoy 
every minute.  Stay positive. Be nice.   
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Segal noticed the bocce courts were like swimming pools last night.  She addressed an email she 
received from the ex-Mayor a couple weeks ago and shared a letter that was emailed to her  
regarding the Whitfield property.  She reviewed how the development review process goes.  She 
asked everyone to attend the Planning Commission meetings for the Master Plan discussions 
which will include density and zoning.  It is up to the residents to get involved. 
 
Salemi thanked everyone who worked on the Memorial Day and Veteran’s tribute.  It was 
greatly appreciated.  
 
Zubrzycki expressed the garage sale was fantastic and he enjoyed meeting new neighbors.  The 
Memorial service was great.  Thank you to the men and women who have served and sacrificed 
their lives.  He thanked Kathy & Ed Robbins, and Jim Smith for their work at the park.  He 
thanked Martin for the grad banner and Dennise for signs.  Zubrzycki shared a booming noise 
was heard over Memorial Day weekend that came from the City of Pontiac holding outdoor 
concerts.  He is hoping this won’t continue to be so loud.  Last he stated Memorial weekend was 
fantastic.   
 
Cowper agreed with Memorial Park and thanked everyone.  He agreed and encouraged everyone 
to have fun over the next 100 days before the weather changes.  Cowper acknowledged he also 
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received the emailed letter Segal mentioned.  He is perplexed why it was only sent to them.  
There wasn’t a call to action, so he didn’t answer it.  
 
Clarke stated his family got on the zoom presentation for the Kidz Historical Art Project.  Kidz 
can create their art June 15, 30 and July 8th in person at the Community Center or do from home.  
Clarke encouraged everyone’s input with the Master Plan to help Planning Commission with the 
process and outcome.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
     S-004-21   
A.  Orchard Lake Road – Road Diet Study Recommendation to the Road Commission 

 
Sara Plumer from the Orchard Commission explained the study stating this is Federal Aid money 
they received for 2023.  The project goes from Commerce Road to Middlebelt.  A center left turn 
lane is needed with the high traffic and rear end crashes.  They are awaiting the survey results 
and will share with the communities once they receive.   
 
Segal asked if the 3-lane option will increase curb side for improvements.  Plumer stated they 
will only widen lanes.  No curb work is planned.  Segal asked about having a bike lane.  Plumer 
again stated it is not in the budget to do and maintain.  The community can discuss this with the 
higher ups at the Road Commission.  If the city has a plan for improvements they will try to 
work around that.   
 
Zubrzycki asked what it will do to Middlebelt with traffic avoiding Orchard Lake Road.  Plumer 
stated a study will be done after to see if they did the right thing.   
 
Clarke asked if with the wider lanes, will this help right turns.  Plumer is not sure.  She can ask 
the engineers and forward the answer.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Brandon Becker shared his thoughts and feels the 3-lane option is best. He provided stats 
backing this.  
 
Ada Loo asked why they are stopping at Middlebelt and not going to the city limits of Pontiac 
Drive.  Plumer stated in 2022 Pontiac Drive to Middlebelt will be resurfaced with no lane 
reduction.  Loo asked about adding sidewalks along Orchard Lake Road to make it walkable.  
Plumer stated the community can coordinate this and discuss with the Road Commission, but 
this money can’t be spent on that.   
 
Clarke reviewed the Planning Commission discussion,  they want the option that will support the 
mobility in the area, that is going to improve our road way and make it safer, that is going to 
improve the aesthetics, minimize cut through traffic in our neighborhoods and will support 
economic activity in the corridor and can be consistent with our neighbors as well.  They 
recommended the 3-lane option to City Council.  Clarke encouraged everyone to fill out the 
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survey and to tell their neighbors also.   
   
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to have the City Manager send a letter to the RCOC 
explaining the Sylvan Lake city Council’s position on the Orchard Lake Road Diet Study and 
request the 3-lane option be constructed as outlined in the study or the reasons stated tonight. 
 
 Yes:   Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
 No:     None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
B.  Budget Amendments Fiscal Year 2020/2021 F-006-21 

 
Martin stated he is hoping to get some paving done before month end.  If they don’t the money 
will be earmarked for this for next year.  All the other amendments are explained on the 
worksheet.   
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Segal, to adopt the budget amendments for 2021/22 as 
presented.  
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
C.  Ordinance 356-2021 Amending Alcohol Beverage Service Hours of Operation 

     O-007-21 A1-001-21 
 
Martin explained this allow alcohol service starting at 8:00 a.m. Planning Commission held a 
public hearing and unanimously approved a recommendation to City Council to approve the 
amendment.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments. 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki seconded Segal, to adopt Ordinance 356, expanding the possible 
hours of operation for alcohol service as presented. 

 
 Yes:  Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:   None 
        ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
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 Yes:  All 
  
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


